Geography

7-3 Notes

The Midwest

· The Midwest has many looks to it’s region, from the lush, wooded hill of Missouri to the Badlands of South Dakota to the vast, blue-green Great Lakes or the acres of steel mills in the industrial area around Indiana

· The Midwest has miles of numerous highways crisscrossing the Midwest, this shows that the Midwest reveal that farms unite this region

· Silos – are tall, round, airtight buildings used for storing grain
The Agricultural Heartland

· Most of the Midwest is relatively flat, and its soil is especially fertile
· Winters can be bitterly cold, summers are generally long and hot

· Growing season- the average number of day between the last frost of spring and the first frost of fall

· This is usually 200 days long

· Near the Canadian border the growing season is around 120 days

· In the warmer, wetter parts of Illinois, Indiana, and Iowa, corn and soybeans are the major crops

· These states are also among the nation’s leading producers of livestock, especially hogs.
· In the drier Great Plains states to the west, farmers are more likely to grow grains such as wheat or oats or sunflowers

· Wisconsin, cooler conditions and poorer soils favor the growth of hay and the raising of dairy cattle

· Midwestern farms are among the most productive in the world

· Midwest is also known as “the nations breadbasket”

The Changing Face of American Farms

· In the past years most farms were ran by one farmer, now farms are corporations (more that one person running a business)

·  By the 1800’s farmers were able to grow large amounts of crops but it took a long time to harvest those crops
· 1831 the Cryus McCormick revolutionized farming by inventing a mechanical reaper (combine)

· Farmers who hope to stay abreast of their competition invest heavily in new technology

· Many farmers mortgage their farms in order to buy not only more equipment but to buy more land to farm

· Agriculture dominates the economy even in many Midwestern towns and cities 

· Grain Elevators- tall buildings equipped with machinery for loading, cleaning, mixing and storing grain

· Grain Exchange- a place where buyers and sellers deal for gain

· Minnesota leads the states in iron production

· Sizable coal deposits are found in Indiana and Illinois

· The automobile industry grew up in the Detroit area in part because of the city’s location near these steel-making centers
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