World History

2-1 Notes

Geography of the Nile Valley

· “Egypt, is wholly the gift of the Nile”  stated by historian Herodotus.

· Farming villages dotted the narrow band of land watered by the Nile.
· Egyptians eagerly await for the annual floody of the Nile river.

· The flood soaks the land and gives it life-giving water and deposites a layer of rich silt, or soil.

· People had to cooperate to control the Nile floods.

· They build dikes, reservoirs, and irrigation ditches to channel the rising river and store water for the dry season.

· Ancient Egypt had two distinct regions:  Upper Egypt in the South and Lower Egypt in the north.

· Upper Egypt stretched from the first cataract, or waterfall, of the Nile nothward to within 100 miles of Mediterranean.

· Lower Egypt covered the delta region where the Nile empties in the Mediterranean. 

· A delta is a triangular area of marchland formed by deposits of silt at the mouth of some rivers.

· The Nile helped make Egypt the world’s first unified state.

· The river also served as a trade route.
The Old Kingdom

· The history of ancient Egypt is divided inot three main periods:  The Old Kingdom, Middle Kingdom, and the New Kingdom.

· Although power passed from one dynasty, or ruling family, to another, the land generally remained united.

· During the Old Kingdom, Egyptian rulers called pharaohs organized a strong, centralized state.

· A pharaoh depended on a vizier, or chief minister, to supervise the business of government.

· Under the vizier, various departments looked after such matters as tax collection, farming, and the all-important irrigation systems.

· One wise vizier, Ptah-hotep, took an interest in training young officials.

· During the Old Kingdom Egyptians built the majestic pyramids that still stand in Giza.

· The pyramids were tombs for eternity.

· Workers quarried the stones by hand, pulled them on sleds to the site, and hoisted then up eathen ramps.
· Thousands of farmers, who had to be fed each day, worked on the pyramids when not planting or harvesting crops.

Middle Kingdom

· Power struggles, crop failures, and the cost of the pyramids contributed to the collapse of the Old Kingdom.
· The Middle Kingdom was a turbulent period.

· Still strong rulers did organize a large drainage project, creating vast new stretches of arable, or farmable, land.

New Kingdom

· During the New Kingdom, powerful and ambitious pharaohs created a large empire.

· One monarch of the New Kingdom, Hatshepsut, was a woman who exercised all the rights of a pharaoh.

· The most powerful pharaoh of the New Kingdom was Rames II.

· After years of fighting, the Egyptians and Hittites signed a peace treaty, the first such document known to have survived in history.
Egypt and Nubia

· The Nile kingdom of Nubia developed to the south of Egypt.

· For centuries, Egyptians traded or fought with their neighbor.

· From Nubia, they acquired ivory, cattle, and slaves.
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