What is Law?

· Law can be defined as the rules and regulations made and enforced by government that regulate the conduct of people within society.

· Rules made and enforced by the government are called laws.

· Government makes laws that affect almost every aspect of daily life.

· Without laws there would be confusion and disorder.

· No one is above the law.

Law and Values

· Laws generally reflect and promote a society’s values.

· Our legal system is influenced by our society’s traditional ideas of right and wrong.

· 7 goals that the legal system tries to achieve > 1)  protecting basic human rights 2) promoting fairness 3) helping resolve conflicts 4) promoting order and stability 5) promoting desirable social and economic behavior 6) representing the will of the majority 7) protecing the rights of minorities.

· Law must balance rights with responsibilities, the will of the majority with the rights of the minority, the need for order with the need for basic human rights.

· Laws can be based on moral, economic, political, or social values

· As values change, so can laws.

· Moral values deal with fundamental questions of right and wrong.

· Economic values deal with the accumulation, preservation, use, and distrution of wealth.

· Political values reflect the relationship between government and indivduals.

· Social values concern issues that are important to society.

· Many laws combine moral, economic, political, and social values.
Human Right

· Human rights are the rights all people have just because they are human beings.

· To advocate human tights is to demand that the degnity of all people be respected.

· Human rights apply in people’s homes, schools, and workplaces.

Two Major Treaties
· Indernational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights > (which protects rights such as freedoms of speech, religion, and press)

· International Covenant of Economic, Social, and Cultureal Rights (which provides for rights such as the right to adequate education, food, housing, and health)

· Also provides for the right to a job, safe working conditions, and adequate salary, and the right to own property.

· Human rights are standards countries can use when writing laws.

Balancing Rights With Responsibilities

· “With every right there goes a responsiblility”

· Example, people wish to be tried by juries of their peers, they must be willing to serve on such juries.
Kinds of Laws

· Laws fall into two major groups- criminal and civil

· Criminal Law regulate public conduct and set out duties owed to society

· A criminal case is a legal action brought by the government against a peron charged with committing a crime.

· Criminal offenses are divided into felonies and misdemeanorts.

· The penalty for a felony is a term of more than 1 year in prison.

· The penalty for a misdemeanot is a prison term of one year or less

· Civil laws regulate relations between individuals or groups of individuals.

· Civil action (lawsuits) can be brought by a person who feels wronged or injured by another person.

· Behavior can sometimes violate both criminal or civil laws which will result in two court cases.

· Defendant is the person accused of committing the crime.

· Plaintiff is the person of company being harmed

Our Constitutional Framework
· The U.S. Constitution is the highes law of the land.

· 3 branches of government:  executive (president and federal agencies), legislative (congress), and judiciary (the courts).

· This is known as the separation of powers.

· Executive branch is primarily responsible for enforcing the law.

· Legislative branch uses lawmaking power when it passes laws (also called statutes)

· Judicial branch establishes laws through its ruling.

· All three branches are indepenent but each has the power to restrain the other branches in a system called checks and balances.

· Judicial review is one of the most visible and important checks of one branch to another through the courts power.

· The division of power between the states and the federal government is known as feeralism.
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