Chapter 7-1
Notes

The American Way of Life Develops

Colonial Society

· People were no longer coming to the colonies with hopes of making money quickly and then returning home

· The influence of Great Britain was still strong, but America formed its own identity the influence of Great Britain became less and less important

· The Europeans who settled in America had come from different countries and from varied social classes
· They were lawyers, ministers, skilled artisans, farmers, and servants

· In the colonies social status depended mainly on wealth and occupation

· The highest social class in the colonies was known as the gentry.
· The gentry class were church officials, wealthy landowners and planters, and successful merchants
· The middle class people were skilled artisans, shopkeepers, doctors and lawyers

· Next were the poor farmers free servants, and unskilled labors

· The lower class people were made up of indentured servants and slaves

· Social mobility-  the possibility for a person to move from one social class to another

· In America people in the lower classes could improve their social standing

· Only slaves had no chance of improving their social standing

The Great Awakening

· In 1700’s religious leaders feared the people were drifting away from religion

· In the 1730’s and 1740’s when a movement known as the Great Awakening swept through the colonies

· Revival-  or renewed interest in religion

· The leading revivalist preacher was George Whitefield from Great Britain

· The Great Awakening affected the way people thought about religion and a Massachusetts preacher Jonathan Edwards said that the Great Awakening touch all the people

Enlightenment Ideas in America

· Enlightenment or Age of Reason-  allowed followers of this movement thought that the reason would help them see the world more clearly

· John Locke an English writer, wrote about the social contract that people made with their government

· Locke determined the purpose of the government was to protect the people’s rights

· Galileo and Sir Isaac Newton introduced the idea that people could understand the world by observation and by experimentation

· Benjamin Franklin a Philadelphia printer, writer, diplomat, and inventor was one of the most admired people in colonial America
Colonial Writers

· Two women became known in the colony by their poets – Anne Dudley Bradstreet and Phillis Wheatley

· Anne Dudley Bradstreet an early settler in Massachusetts Bay, she wrote poetry based on her personal life

· Phillis Wheatley  born in Africa, she wrote poems about current events or the deaths of famous people

Newspapers and Political Writing

· To get information to the colonies there were writings of newspapers almanacs, and books

· Benjamin Franklin wrote the Poor Richards Almanack which gave forecasts of weather and advice to the people who read it

· Benjamin Franklin organized the Library Company of Philadelphia the first library

· Benjamin Franklin also improved the mail services in 1735 by carrying mail on horseback
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