Chapter 6-1 Notes

A Resource-Rich Nation

· Gross National Product (GNP)-  A measure of the total value of all the goods and services produced by a country in a year.

An Abundance of Natural Resources

· One of the most abundant natural resources in the United States is the land itself.

· Midwest has its prairie grasses and the Great Plains has some of the richest soils in the world

· When the first census came out in 1790, more than ¾ of the nations people lived on farms 

· The (USDA) United States Department if Agriculture, promotes and supports farming activities was created in 1862 and today the farming industry exports bring in $30-$40 billion annually

· Before the land became the United States many Native Americans grew crops such as maize, squash, beans, cotton, and tobacco 

· Forest are another rich resource of the United States
· Forest provided products of lumber for housing, furniture, paper, photographic film, medical chemicals, maple sugar and plastics

· The logging industry began in the south because the climate was mild and industries could use the rivers year round to transport logs to saw mills

· Logging in the Midwest was seasonal because of different weather climates

· Nearly half of the nation’s lumber is now obtained west of the Rocky Mountains, primarily in California, Oregon, Washington, and Idaho

· Beneath the forests and rich soils of the United States lies an abundance of mineral resources

· One of the most abundance minerals is coal, a fossil fuel that is used as a source of energy for industry, transportation, and homes

· United States produces about 1/5 of the world’s supply of coal

· Oil and natural gas are other fossil fuels

Moving Resources, Goods, and People
· In the 1800’s transportation was faster on water than on land

· By the 1850’s steamboats were a common sight on rivers, steaming their way across a watery transportation network

· Steamboats turned the Great Lakes into an important transportation routes

· By 1869 steam-powered railroads later replaced steamboats as the most efficient means of transporting goods

· By the 1890’s the invention of the automobile was the next revolution in transportation

· The first automobile was manufactured by Henry Ford

Improving Communication

· In 1837 F.B. Morse demonstrated the first successful telegraph
· Telegraph- was capable of sending a coded message with patterns of long and short sounds or printed dots and dashes, were converted by the receiving telegraph operator into corresponding letters of the alphabet

· Graham Bell invented the first telephone

· From the telephone came computers then satellites and other forms of telecommunications

Respecting the Individual

· The interactions between production, transportation, and communication has been vital to the economic success of the country

· Free Enterprise-  allows individuals to own, operate, and profit from their own business in an open, competitive market
· The people of the United States have long praised the quality of rugged individualism-  the willingness of individuals to stand alone and struggle long and hard to survive and prosper, relying on their own personal resources, opinions, and beliefs
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