US History

8-2 Notes

The Colonies at War

The War in the North

· In 1775 the continental army moved into Canada hoping to gain support from the French Canadians

· Supplies were running short so the army would eat anything they could- bark, candles, and shoe leather

· With the harsh winters many soldiers died of starvation and diseases

· The army was defeated and Canada would remain in British hands

· To wait for supplies the British decided to stay in Boston during the summer of 1775

· Washington reached Boston in mid-summer in 1775 and began training his troops

· After the British retreated to Canada, King George set up a blockade- of all the ports in the colonies, to prevent goods and people from moving in and out of the area

The New York Campaign

· Washington had no army to challenge the British in New York Harbor
· Washington ended up losing New York, but managed to escape from the British

· Nathan Hale-  a 24 year old American lieutenant, spied for Washington would return to Washington with important information

Victories at Trenton and Princeton

· Washington planed a launch surprise attack on the British camp at Trenton, New Jersey

· On December 25, 1776 the British gathered at Trenton for the holiday and Washington took his 2400 troops and crossed the Delaware River unseen and attack the Hessian. 

· Nearly half of the Hessians surrendered

Turning the Tide

· During the Battle of Saratoga  the British army lost hundreds of soldiers 
· I February 1778, French King Louis XVI signed the Treaty of Alliance, assuring the Americans of the support they desperately needed.

Help From Europe

· Baron Friedrich von Steuben- a Prussian soldier, spent the winter at Valley Forge helping Washington train the troops

· Marquis de Lafayette- a young French soldier, fought with Washington in Pennsylvania.  

· He became an American general at the age of 19

· Thaddeus Kosciuszko- came from Poland and used his experience as an engineer to build trenches and forts for the Americans

· Casimir Pulaski- also from Poland, trained and organized the first American cavalry troops on horseback

The War in the West

· George Rogers Clark-  of Virginia led volunteers on a raid against the British in the Ohio Valley

The War at Sea

· privateers-  armed private ships owned by the colonists

· John Paul Jones-  sailed to the coast of Great Britain and attacked the British warship Serapis in the North Sea
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