US History

8-1 Notes

Declaring Independence

The Second Continental Congress

· Caesar Rodney had been elected a delegate to the Second Continental Congress

· Most colonies and most members of the congress wanted the colonies to remain part of Great Britain

· However, they wanted to rules themselves through their own legislatures

· Olive Branch Petition- a letter sent to the king as one last attempt for peace

· Continental Army- A new army formed by the congress

· George Washington was the commander of the army

· Washington’s army lacked discipline and training and he had trouble finding recruits for his army

· Pay was not always regular, shortages of food and clothing

· Continental army included about 15,000 to 20,000 soldiers

· While having poor equipment that the British the continental army knew the countryside better than the British

· British had a army of nearly 50,000 soldiers and the most powerful Navy in the world

· Hessian-  German soldiers who fought with the British

The Green Mountain Boys
· Green Mountain Boys- small bands of rebel colonists that attack British outposts lead by Ethan Allen- a Vermont blacksmith lead this group

· Ethan Allen met up with Benedict Arnold and his 400 soldiers from Boston

The Battle of Bunker Hill

· Thomas Gage- A British General ordered his troops to set up cannons on Dorchester Heights

· Gage wanted to drive out the rebel forces

· William Prescott-  found out about the British’s plan and led 1,200 soldiers to fortify the area

· Prescott’s troops marched to Breed’s Hill and near by Bunker Hill
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· King George still refused the colonists protests

· With the kings denial, this lead to more and more colonists to lean towards breaking ties with Great Britain

· Encouraging the move toward freedom was a writer and journalist Thomas Paine
· Common Sense- written by Paine

· The Common Sense was published on January 1776 stating that the American colonies received no benefits from its mother country Great Britain

· Paine called on colonists to use common sense and become independent of Great Britain
· Richard Henry Lee- introduced a resolution to declare independence from Great Britain

· The congressional delegates really had to look at this carefully

· If it passed there will be no turning back

· In supportive to Lee resolution they formed a committee to prepare a formal declaration of independence.

· The members consisted of Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Robert Livingston and Roger Sherman

· Thomas Jefferson was chosen to write the declaration

· July 4th 1776 the delegates officially approved the Declaration of Independence
· John Hancock- president of the Second Continental Congress, signed the document first

· The Declaration included four parts: 1) preamble- introduction that explains why the Continental Congress drew up the Declaration 2) list the rights of the citizens 3) lists the colonist’s complaints against the British government 4) declares that the colonies are “free and independence states”
· Loyalists- supported ties with Great Britain

· Patriots- who favored separation from Great Britain

· Tories- other Loyalists, concentrated on preparing for the fight that was sure to happen
back
