US History 

7-3 Notes

Taxes and Boycotts

· The territory was expensive to support and to defend

· Great Britain tried to make the colonies pay for the services they received, this made the colonists mad

Trouble on the Frontier

· By 1760 the British had driven the French out from the Ohio Valley
· Pontiac an Ottawa leader sent out a messengers to the Miami, Chippewa and others to encourage them to join against the British takeover

· The Pontiac Rebellion took the British forces by surprise

· When Pontiac learned that the French signed the Treaty of Paris he could no longer depend on French aide, his forces stopped fighting

· King George III issued and order called the Proclamation of 1763-  this forbade colonists from settling west of the Appalachian Mountains

· Some colonists ignored the proclamation because they were promised land west of the Appalachian Mountains

Money Problems

· Great Britain faced money problems caused by the postwar
· Parliament looked to the colonists for a solution

· British citizen thought the colonists ought to help pay the cost of the war, but the colonists saw it differently 

· Colonists felt that the war had not been fought to protect them, but rather to protect British trade

· In solving Great Britain’s financial problems went to a new prime minister George Grenville
· Grenville persuade Parliament to pass the Sugar Act of 1764- putting taxes on molasses and sugar 
· Quartering Act- passed in 1765, required colonists to pay for quartering which was housing and feeding British soldiers in their area

Stamp Act Controversy

· In 1765 Parliament passed the Stamp Act- this law forced people to pay a special tax on certain items that were then stamped to show the tax had been paid

· Things that people used every day, such as newspapers, playing cards, and legal documents were under the Stamp Act

· A small band of angry colonists formed a protest group called the Sons of Liberty
· By the end of 1765 merchants signed agreements not to buy or sell any British goods, this type of agreement was known as a boycott
· Patrick Henry- a young lawyer called the Stamp Act illegal and proposed several resolutions against it

· In October, delegates from nine colonies met in New York City at the Stamp Act Congress
· Grenville and others in England were astonished when they read about the colonist’s reaction to the Stamp Act

· Parliament repealed the Stamp Act and passed another act to warn the colonists against future protest

· Declaratory Act- stated that Parliament had the right to rule and tax the colonies

More Conflicts With Parliament

· Townshend Act- this act placed import tax on paint, glass, lead, paper and tea coming into America

· The money would be used to pay British colonial officials

· The townshend act would allow officials to obtain writs of assistance or blank search warrants
· Non-importation agreement- colonists would agreed not to import the items that were taxable
· Colonial women organized the Daughters of Liberty- this was signed pledges of drinking tea and published notices in the local newspapers promising they would not buy British made cloths

Talk of Independence

· Samuel Adams- a leader of the Sons of Liberty, gave speeches and newsletters warning that Parliament would threat Americans rights and liberties

· Boston Massacre-  was when a group of youths and dockworkers began to throw snowballs at a British guard on duty.  This lead to a arrival of more troops to surround the people.  

· In a confusion soldiers began to fire their guns and when the shooting stopped five people laid dead in the streets

The Conflicts Increase

· In 1772 Adams organized Committees of Correspondence-  these committees were a network for passing along news
· Tea Act- this gave the East India Company rights to sell tea directly to the Americans without paying the British import tax

· Boston Tea Party- East India Company were on their ways to transport tea to Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Charles Town when  a group of people known as the Mohawks ran silently down the docks and dumped the tea into the harbor.  

· This lead to another war
back
