US History

7-2 notes

The French and Indian War

· By the 1700’s France and Great Britain were competing to be the richest and most powerful nation in Europe

· The power of the contest lead to four wars: King Williams War, Queen Anne’s War, King George’s War and the French and Indian War

· The French and Indian War would change the map of North America

European Claims in America

· Russia and Spain also claimed lands in North America

· Both Russia and Spain controlled territory in the West

· French settlement lay north and west of the English colonies and along the St. Lawrence River

· French also claimed land in the Mississippi River Valley

Trouble in the Ohio Valley
· Both France and England claimed the Ohio Valley, but the French moved into the land first
· Tensions grew when families moved the English colonies west

· Land companies owned large vast of the land, hoping to make a profit by selling the land to new developing settlements

· Both British government and the leaders of New France were determined to protect their claim to the Ohio Valley

Native Americans Take Sides

· British traders offered the Native American more then the French could offer them, but the French offered something more important – respect
· Iroquois League- was a powerful Native American confederation which sided with the British 

· The Iroquois controlled the fur trade in their territory 

First Steps Toward War
· The rivalry and tensions among Native Americans set the stage for clashes in the Ohio Valley

· The Seven Year’s War was fought in Europe and Asia as well as in North America

· In 1752 the French started to build a string of military forts which extended from the Lake Erie in the northwest to as far south as the Ohio River

· Robert Dinwidie, governor of Virginia, sent the French a warning

· George Washington delivered the message

· Washington was ordered to be sent out again but this time Washington lead 150 soldiers form Virginia to Ohio

· Washington spotted a French scouting party and he attacked and killed 10 soldiers

· Under pressure Washington build a fort called Fort Necessity

Attempts at Colonial Unity

· The Iroquois and the colonists met to discuss issues of trade and to resolve some of their differences
· Agree on a plan based largely on an idea presented by Benjamin Franklin

· This plan was called the Albany Plan to raise and equip an army and navy

· Albany Plan was made up of delegates from each colony with a leader appointed by the British King

· To pay for these projects, the council would be able to tax the colonists

· The plan was voted down and each colony wanted to control its own taxes and make its own decisions on military affairs

Fighting the War

· Several small battles took place in the Ohio Valley before the war was officially declared

· 1755 an army of about 2,000 British soldiers and 450 colonial troops set out to capture Fort Duquesne 
· General Edward Braddock commanded the expedition

· George Washington was by his side

· Washington warned Braddock that this style of fighting would not work well in the forest against the French and Native Americans allies

· Braddock did not listen and 1,000 soldiers were killed along with Braddock

· France and Great Britain declared war in 1756

· Great Britain’s King George II was unhappy about the defeats and appointed William Pitts minister of war

· 1758 Great Britain won several important victories 

· In 1759 Pitt gave General James Wolfe the most difficult task – to capture Quebec the capital of New France

· French were forced to surrender

Treaty of Paris
· 1763 the British and French officially ended the war by signing the Treaty of Paris

· The agreement also involved Spain

· Spain who entered the war on the French side, Spain had to give Florida to Great Britain 

· To repay Spain for its losses, France transferred the Louisiana Territory including New Orleans to Spain         Back
