US History 

11-3 Notes

Troubles With France and Britain

Piracy in the Mediterranean

· In the early 1800’s, trade between the United States, the West Indies, and Europe grew. 

· An old problem threatened trade – the Pirates of the Barbary Coast States.

· They would capture crews and cargoes.

· Tripoli ruler of Libya.

· Jefferson refused to pay Tripoli, so Tripoli declared war.

· Jefferson ordered a blockade on the port of Tripoli.

· The war with Tripoli ended in 1805.

· U.S. did pay $60,000 in ransom for its captured soldiers.

American Neutrality Challenged

· Napoleon Bonaparte was a threat to British trade and sea power so in 1803 France and Great Britain were at war again.
· The British continued to take sailors from American ships and force them to serve on British ships.

· That was called impressment, which was common in Great Britain.

· Two American worships called Chesapeake and Leopard sailed to look for British deserters.

A Ban on Foreign Trade

· Jefferson’s decision was to place an embargo, an official government ban, on trade with both Great Britain and France.

· Congress passed the Embargo Act in December of 1807, prohibiting all American ships and their cargo from leaving the United States.

· The Embargo Act caused the greatest hardship for merchants and ship owners.

· Farmers and planters also suffered because of lost markets in other countries.

· Thomas Jefferson had decided not to run for a third therm.

· James Madison won the presidency

· Jefferson approved a replacement act called the Non-Intercourse Act.

· The Non-Intercourse Act allowed Americans to trade with any nation except France and Great Britain.
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